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(54) System and method for accelerated query evaluation of very large full-text databases 



(57) A system, method, and various software prod- 
ucts provide for improved information retrieval in very 
large document databases through the use of a prede- 
termined static cache. The static cache includes for 
ternr^ that appear in a large number of documents, a 
plurality of documents ordered by a contribution MhaX the 
term makes to the document score of the document. 
The contribution is a scalar measure of the influence of 
the term in the computed document score. The contri- 
bution reflects both the within document frequency and 
the between document frequency of the term. In addi- 
tion, the static cache includes for each term a lookup 



table that references selected enfries for the term in an 
inverted index. Queries to the database are then proc- 
essed by first traversing the static cache anff obtaining 
the contribution information thereform and computing 
tiie document score from this information. Additional 
term frequency information for other terms in the query 
is obtained by looking up the document in the lookup 
tables of tiie other query terms, and obtainirig the term 
frequency information for such terms from the inverted 
index, or by searching the contribution caches of tiie 
query terms. 
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Description 
BACKGROUND 
Field of Invention 

The present Invention relates to systems and methods for computer based text retrieval, and more particularly, to 
systems and method for text or information retrieval from very large text databases. 

Background of Invention 

An ever increasing amount of information is becoming available electronically, particularly through wide-area net- 
works such as the Internet. The Internet and its various document collections as found in USENET, the World Wide 
Web. and various FTP and similar sites, Is perhaps the largest collection of fuli-text infornr^ation available. Already, tens 
of millions of documents are available in various document databases on the Internet. Performing rapid searches for 
Information on Internet already requires expensive, high performance computers with vast quantities of RAM and fast 
disk drives. Even worse, the Internet is rapidly growing. Some estimates claim that the amount of information available 
on the Irrternet doubles every four months. Effective computer performance doubles only every 18 to 24 months, and 
the cost per megabyte of storage Improves even more slowly. To continue to scale with the growth of the Irrternet then, 
dramatic improvements in full-text retrieval methods are necessary in order to provide search results of relevant docu- 
ments in an efficient and timely manner. 

Typical information retrieval systems use an "inverted index" database format. For each unique term In the docu- 
ment database, the inverted Index stores or identifies the documents which contain the term and a measure of the fre- 
quency of the term within each document. Term frequency may be measured in various manners, such as raw term 
counts, and various logrithmic functions thereof. Each document in the database has a unique document number, and 
the terms in the inverted index are typically sorted by document number so that multiple rows (terms) can be efficiently 
compared by iterating over the rows in parallel. 

Conventional search systems process a query by scoring documents in the database according to term frequency 
Information contained in the inverted index. The terms in the query are used to identify the relevant rows in the inverted 
Index. These rows are then traversed, and document scores computed for each of the listed documents. Most such 
scoring functions are based on a between-document term frequency known called the Inverse document frequency 
(IDF) of each term that reflects tiie frequency of occurrence of the term within a document database, a within-document 
term frequency that reflects the frequency of a term in each document, and a normalization factor k, typically the length 
of the document vector. Such a scoring function may be: 



where Sq is the document score for document D, q iterates over each term of the query, Wq Is a weight for term q, IDFq 
Is the IDF of term q In a given document database, fp q is the within-document frequency of term q In document D, and 
Iq Is the normalization factor for document D. typically the length of the vector represented by the document. 

One problem with this database design and query processing technique is that it does not take into account the rel- 
ative significance of terms in database structure itself. Experience with large text databases has shown that terms that 
most often appear in queries are typically the same terms that occur most frequently in the document collection itself. 
Therefore, these terms typically have a large number of document/frequency tuples in the inverted imJex. Reading and 
processing all these tuples in order to compute document scores is computationally expensive and time consuming. 

Some conventional information retrieval systems use a different sort order in the inverted index to arrange the doc- 
uments corresponding to each term. However, tills means that the documents cannot be eff icientiy stored using a dif- 
ferential compression technique, which Is one known method for decreasing the size of the inverted index. Differential 
compression techniques are typically quite efficient on dense rows when tiiose rows are sorted by increasing document 
number; using a different sort order eliminates this benefit. Therefore the total bytes required to store the document/fre- 
quency tuples for the given term increases dramatically The increased size of the inverted index in turn has a significant 
Impact on the resources required to store and manage the database. 

Other conventional information retrieval systems cache the results of frequent queries so tiiat the database and 
Inverted index do not need to be processed and scored when tiie query is already contained In tiie cache. However, 
queries performed on a general purpose retrieval system witii a very diverse document collection, as Is typical on tiie 
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Internet, tend to exhibit little repetition. For example, on some existing Internet search systems, only 30% of the queries 
occur more than ten times per day. and only 50% occur nnore than once, out of thousand of queries. Caching even the 
30% of queries that repeat would only marginally improve performance, and require substantial memory resources. 
Accordingly, H is desirable to provide a database structure and query processing technique that efficiently handles 
5 queries in very large text databases, and accounts for the significance and repetitiveness of certain terms in the que- 
ries, while still providing scalablity as the document collection grows. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

10 The present invention overcomes the limitations of conventional information retrieval systems through the use of an 
improved database organization and query execution process. Generally, a database in accordance with the invention 
includes in addition to the inverted index, a small persistent data structure that stores a static cache of "important" doc- 
uments for some (or all) of the terms in the inverted index. The static cache stores sufficient information about each doc- 
ument to enable the retrieval system to quickly calculate a documertt score for the important documents without having 

IS to traverse the inverted index in a conventional manner. This cache is consulted for each term in a query, and if possible 
the query is conrpleted and documents scored from the cache using the information contained therein. A significant fea- 
ture provided by the system is the ability to prune the search so that the only a relatively few documents must be scored 
in order to obtain bounds on the scores of all the other documents in the collection. As a result, a relatively small number 
of documents are scored and retumed, while still guaranteeing that no unscored document is more relevant to the query 

20 than those that were scored. 

In one embodiment, present invention comprises a contribution cache and an efficient mechanism for accessing 
arbitrary documents in inverted index. In one inrtplementation discussed here, the latter mechanism is fulfilled by the 
lookup-table, but other methods could be used as well. 

In an information retrieval system in accordance with the present invention, there is provided a database of docu- 

25 ments stored persistently in one or more computer readable memories, such as hard disk, optical disk, or the like. A 
typical database used with the invention may have 500.000 or more documents, and may be distributed across various 
computer systems. Each document is associated with a unique document identifer. During query processing of a query 
containing a number of terms t. documents are scored by the system according to the following formula: 

So = lW.C. (2) 



35 where Sq is the score of document D, W, is the (normalized) weight of term t in the query and Ct Is the contribution from 
term t to the overall score for the document D. Equation (2) is a re-expression of (1) above, where c^ is: 



Jo. IDF. 

lo 

where ft is a frequency of the term t in document D, and IDFt is an inverse document frequency of the term t in the data- 
base. 

45 In accordance with the present invention, the database is structured to include an inverted index, which nnay be 
conventional In addition to (or incorporated directly in) the inverted index, there is provided the static cache. The static 
cache contains an entry for each term of the inverted index that has more than k (document, term frequency) tuples. K 
may be set at any useful value, depending on the total number of documents in the database, and the distribution of 
document across terms. In most preferred ennbodiments» k is typically between 500 arxJ 2000. In general, these are the 

50 ternns for which a query would typically require very extensive and time consuming processing in a conventional system 
due to the number of documents that contain the term in the inverted index, which for common terms, may be in the 
tens of thousands, or more. This is because, as noted above, the documents in the inverted index are typically ordered 
by some document identifier, and not by any measure of the significance of the term to the document or the database 
as a whole. The present invention eliminates this defect with the static cache. 

55 In one embodiment, each entry in the static cache includes a contribution cache and a lookup table. The contribu- 
tion cache contains a list of (document, contribution) tuples where "contribution" is a measure of the contribution the 
term makes to the document score of the document. The list may contain k tuples, using the same threshold number 
as before. Or alternatively, some other number of tuples may be stored, for example, based on a percentage of the 
number of documents containing the term, or based on a threshold contribution value. The contribution may be com- 
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puted as described above in (3). However, other contribution formulas may also be used. The contribution need only be 
a function of both the within-document frequency of the term (fo 0 and a between-document frequency of the term, such 
as IDF. 

The contribution cache tuples are sorted by the contribution value. Documents are represented by any useful iden- 
5 tifier mechanism, such as their document number, pointer, or the like. As used herein, a document may be identified by 
both indexing and referencing mechanisms, or combinations thereof. The term "document identifier" is used to mean 
any such referencing value. 

Since the contribution value is the greatest influence on the document score of each document, having the docu- 
ments ordered by contribution means that the documents to which the term most strongly contributes are first available 
10 to the system for scoring and retrieval. This is turn provides for highly efficient and fast query processing. 

The lookup table contains some number of pointers into the (document, term frequency) tuples in the inverted index 
for the term. This allows random access to the frequency information for a specific term in any document in the row with- 
out having to traverse the entire row of the inverted index to obtain the frequency information. 

More particularly, in one embodiment, the lookup table is a primary index to the inverted index. The (document, 
15 term frequency) tuples in the inverted index are considered as anranged in blocks, each block having some number of 
tuples, such 100 tuples. The lookup table then contains the document identifier of, and pointer (or irxiex) to, the first 
tuple in each block. Thereby any (document, term frequency) tuple in the block may be easily accessed by first a binary 
search, linear interpolation, or other search technique, into the lookup table given a documerrt identifier, then a refer- 
ence into the block of the inverted index, and then a scan of the block. 
20 Since the static cache is an^anged by terms, it may stored in the inverted index itself, or provided as a separate file 
or table. Storage in a separate file provides benefits of decrease search time due to improved locality. 

As an optional structure in the static cache, there may be provided a cache index for each term entry. The cache 
index is a list of indices (0 to the number of tuples) into the contribution cache. Whereas the contribution cache is 
ordered by the contribution value, the cache index for a term is ordered by the document identifiers. The cache index 
25 allows for the rapid determination of whether a given document is found in the contribution cache of a term. 

In conjunction with the improved organization of the database as described, the present invention provides 
improved methods for processing queries. There are two main cases for handling queries: single-term queries and mul- 
tiple-term queries. 

For single-term queries, only the contribution cache needs to be searched. Since there is only one term in the 

30 query, for a given document, its entire document score will be a function of that term's contribution, as shown in (2) 
above. Since documents are already sorted by decreasing contribution in the contribution cache, a first subset of doc- 
uments, such as the first 1 0, in the contribution cache can simply be returned as the results of the query, either with, or 
without computing the document score. This provkJes a signif rcant performance advantage over conventional systems 
which must traverse the entire inverted index to score the documents therein. 

35 If the term is not present in the contribution cache, then conventional scoring routines may be used. 

The implementation for multiple-term queries is only slightly more complex. Here, a parallel unpack method is used. 
Each of the term rows in the contribution cache are traversed in parallel, and a document score is determined for lowest 
matching document in all of the rows. 

In many cases, while traversing the terms of the query, there will be almost always be documents that are present 

40 in the contribution cache for one term, but not for another. That is, the document will appear in less than all of the query 
term robs of the contribution cache, and likely, in only one such row. For exanrple, if the query is "apple and orange", 
there will be an arbitrary document, say document number 1000, that appears in the contribution cache of "apple" but 
does not appear in the contribution cache of "orange." The present invention provides several mechanisms for deter- 
mining whether this condition exists and for completing the query. 

45 In one embodiment, since a document identifier is already known, the lookup table for "orange" is searched to find 
the pointer into the inverted index row of "orange" for the block containing document number 1 000. (As explained above, 
the inverted index rows are sorted by document number. The pointer can thus be efficiently calculated from known start- 
ing points, and fixed size fields, or can be seached in various manners). Once referenced into the corect block in the 
inverted index, only a limited number of entries therein need be expanded until the desired document number 1000 is 

50 reached. The document score for this document is then updated from the term frequency information in the inverted 
index at this point, using the equation (1) set forth above. This process of referencing the lookup table and traversing a 
limited portion of the term rows in the inverted index is repeated for each term of the document when the document is 
not found in the contribution cache portion of for the term. As long as the lookup table is properly constructed to allow 
relative efficient random access to (document, term frequency) information, the infornnation retrieval system will have to 

55 unpack far fewer (document, term frequency) tuples in the inverted index than it would unpacked if it had iterated over 
the entire row of the inverted index as in a conventional information retrieval system. 

Where the optional cache index is used, this problem may be handled even more efficiently by using the document 
identifier to search the cache index of a query term. Retrieved cache indices are mapped to the underlying document 
identifier in the contribution cache. During querying processing, the contribution cache is searched using the cache 



4 



EP 0 813 158 A2 



index, and matching the document identifiers against the given document identifier. If there a match, then the contribu- 
tion for the term can be immediately accessed from the contribution cache, without incurring the I/O expense associ- 
ated with using the lookup tables and the inverted index. This approach substantially increases performance. 

However, multiple-term queries introduce another problem. It is theoretically possible for documents that are not 

5 present In any of the contribution-caches to have higher scores than some documents in the caches: the uncached doc- 
ument could contain low-contribution terms, but enough of such terms so that their sum exceeds the scores of cached 
documents (which may contain only a few high-contribution terms each). 

Fortunately, the contribution-caches of the present invention entirely solve this problem by Identifying a maximum 
bound on the scores of othenwise unscored documents. As a query Is processed, and the term rows of the contritxjtion 

10 cache are traversed for the terms of the query, an upper bound document score value is maintained as the combined 
contributions of the documents (regardless of their document Identifer) at a furthest advanced index for the contribution 
cache rows. Because the contribution caches are sorted in order of contribution value, all unscored documents that 
remain in the contribution caches will have, at any time, a document score less than the defined upper bound document 
score. Further, no document that is not in contribution can have a higher document score than this upper bound. 

15 because It is already known that the contribution of the terms of the query to the document was so low as to not include 
the document in the contribution cache of one or more the terms. 

Accordingly, while the documents in the contribution cache are being scored, a set of n document scores of is main- 
tained, such as the top 20 or 100 document scores, or any number as desired, as the current search results. A minimum 
document score from this set Is malrrtained, and updated as new documents are scored. Each time the minimum doc- 

20 ument score is updated, it is compared with the upper bound document score. As long as the minimum document score 
from the current search results Is less than the upper bound, the documents in the contribution cache are scored. Once 
the minimum document score in the result set Is less than or equal to the upper bound, then the document scoring is 
halted. The search results are guaranteed to Include the n highest scoring documents for the query. &/en though many, 
perhaps tens of thousands, of documents containing some terms of the query have not e/en been scored. No other 

25 known information retrieval system can guarantee this type of result. 

The use of the minimum document score also provides another optional technique for handling documents appear- 
ing only the contribution cache of some terms, and not others. When a document Is not present in the contribution 
cache of a given query term, the document can be stored for deferred processing, along with a maximum possible score 
for the document. Since the document does not appear in the contribution cache of a query term, the maximum docu- 

30 ment score can be determined by the lowest contribution value in the contribution cache of the term. Once stored, doc- 
ument retrieval continues with other documents in the contribution caches. The minimum document score of the search 
results can be compared with the maximum document scores of the stored documents. Only those documents having 
a maximum document score greater than the minimum document score of the search results need to be further proc- 
essed and conpletely scored. In many cases, none of the stored documents need to be scored at all. In either case, 

35 significant time and computational efficiency may be acheived. 

The present invention provides considerable performance advantages over conventional information retrieval sys- 
tems. In experiments on a large document database, improvements in retrieval speed and throughput by a factor of 20 
or 30 have been experienced, and improvements by a factor of 100 are not uncommon. 

The contribution-cache and lookup-table sizes can be tuned to balance retrieval performance against memory 

40 requirements. Because the auxiliary structures are typically smaller than the origir^l document/frequency tuples, they 
can be stored in less main memory. This means that smaller machines can still perform efficient queries on large data- 
bases. 

Various aspects of the present irrvention are capable of different embodiments. These Include, for example, the par- 
ticular structural arrangements for a database of documents to include the conti-ibution cache, the random access 

45 mechanism and its variants; methods for preprocessing documents In the datat>ase to create the contribution caches; 
methods for processing queries using the contribution caches; database management systems providing the structural 
arrangements of the static caches, and useful querying processing methods. 

The present invention Is applicable to a variety of compression schemes within both tiie primary documentffre- 
quency data sti^ucture and the cache and lookup tables tiienDselves. The invention can be extended to handle boolean 

50 constraints or otiier filters. While designed for very large databases, the invention also provides noticeable performance 
improvements euen on relatively small collections. 

In addition, while the above scoring function (2), (3) is particularly useful, many otiier different scoring functions and 
variations thereof may be used with tiie present Invention, which is independent of any particular scoring function. For 
example, the Invention can easily be extended to handle inverse cosine scaling. Also, the present invention may be use- 

55 fully extended to information retrieval systems tiiat treat multiple word phrases as single terms, providing an Inverted 
Index entry, and static cache for such terms, and allowing searching on the phrases. In such systems, contribution 
caches are created for the phrase terms, with tiie appropriate document Identifier and ternrV|3hrase frequency Informa- 
tion. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is an illustration of an information retrieval system in accordance with the present invention. 
Figure 2 is an illustration of the software architecture of the database computer and document database in accord- 
5 ance with the present invention. 

Figure 3a is an illustration of the static cache including the contribution cache, lookup tables, and cache Index. 
Figure 3b illustrates an example of the cache index. 

Figures 4a through 4e illustrate an example of the use of the static cache during query processing in accordance 
with the present invention. 

10 Figures 5a, 5b, and 5c, are flowcharts of various methods of query processing in accordance with the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
15 System Architecture 

Referring now to Figure 1 , there is shown the architecture of one embodiment of a system in accordance with the 
present invention. In system 100, there is at least one client computer 101 (or "client"), and a database computer 102, 
communicatively coupled over a network, preferably the Internet, or other similar wide area networks, or even local area 

20 networks, as the actual network architecture is not material to the present invention. TTie database computer 1 02 is cou- 
pled to and controls a document database 103. 

In this embodiment, a client conputer 101 is of conventional design, and includes a processor, an addressable 
memory, a display, a local hard disk (though diskless computers may also be suitably used), input/output ports, and a 
network interface. The display is of conventional design, preferably color bitmapped, and provides output for a graphical 

25 user interface for software applications thereon. The input/output ports support input devices, such as a keytxjard, 
mouse, and the like, for irputting commands and data. The client computer 101 executes a conventional operating sys- 
tem. A conventional netvrark interface to a network provides access to remotely situated mass storage devices, along 
with access to the Internet, with a TCP-IP type connection, or to other network embodiments, such as a WAN, LAN, 
MAN or the like. In the preferred embodiment the client computer 101 may be irrplemerrted on a lntel-t>ased computer 

30 Operating under Microsoft Windows® operating system, or equivalent devices. A client computer 101 executes some 
form of client application that interfaces with the database conrtputer 1 02 to request and receive documents therefrom, 
and display such documents to the user. 

A client computer 101 executes some form of client application that interfaces with the database conputer 102 to 
provide user queries thereto and receive documents satisfying such queries therefrom, and display such documents to 

35 the user. In the preferred embodiment where the database computer 102 is accessed over the Internet or World Wide 
Web, the client application is adapted for communication via the Hypertext Transfer Protocol, and further adapted for 
decoding and displaying HTML documents. The client application may be a database front end, a World Wide Web 
browser, or other similar applications, executing conventionally in the local memory of the client conputer 101. It is 
anticipated that in a prefen'ed eml>odiment, the client computer 101 may be personal computer as used by an end user, 

40 whether in their home or place of employment, in order to access documents and information stored in the document 
databases 103 distributed on the Internet or other network. 

In terms of hardware architecture, the database computers 102 are conventional server type computers, preferably 
supporting a relatively iarge number of multiple clients simultaneously for handling search and document requests, and 
other processing operations. The database conputers 102 may be implemented with Intel-based personal computers, 

45 or other nrrore powerful processors, such as various models of Sun Microsystems' SparcStations, operating under their 
UNIX implementation. The database computers 102 provide one or more conventional processors, and a suitable 
amount of RAM, preferably on the order of 18-64 Mb. 

Referring to Figure 2, in terms of software architecture, in accordance with the present invention, each database 
computer 102 comprises a database management system 104, having a DDL 110 and DML 109 for defining and 

50 manipulating the document database 1 03. In addition, the database management system 1 04 is adapted in accordance 
with the present invention to provide an application programming interface 107 with preprocessing, update, and retrieve 
methods. The preprocess method creates the static cache for an existing datal>ase 103 of documerrts. The update 
method updates the static cache as new documents are added to the database 103. The retrieve method provides for 
query processing adapted to the static cache of the present invention. Client applications 122, of whatever type, hold 

55 the necessary interfaces to the database management system 1 04, typically for invoking the retrieve method. The data- 
base computer 102 further includes a network communication protocol 1 1 1 for handing communication with multiple cli- 
ent computers 101. A conventional operating system 112 is also present. These software elements operate 
conventionally in the addressable memory 105 of the datat^se computer 102. Those of skill in the art will appreciate 
that the database management system 104 with an application programming interface 107 supporting the present 
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invention may be provided to the database computer 102 as a software product on a computer readable media, such 
as CD-ROM, 8mm magnetic tape, or the like, for installation and execution thereon. 

The document database 103 coupled to a database conrrputer 102 may have any useful internal architecture or 
schema. The document database 103 preferably accommodates anywhere from several thousand to in excess of 1 mil- 

5 lion documents, providing persistent storage thereof in a set of document text files 1 1 5. The document database 1 03 is 
preferably relational, though object oriented, or network database architectures may also be used. Support for conven- 
tional structured query languages is also preferred. 

The database 103 may employ any of a variety of document representation techniques. Generally, document rep- 
resentation in accordance with the present invention includes the use of document vectors. A document vector may be 

10 constructed as a set of (term, term frequency) tuples. In addition, a document is associated with its full text in the text 
files 115. In some embodiments, the actual document vector may be created and stored for the document. In other 
embodiments, the document vector may be created as needed during the execution of a query. 

In one preferred emlxdiment, the document database 103 persisterrtly maintains an inverted index 200, a static 
cache 215, and a normalization table 217. These elements are preferably persistently stored in the storage media of 

15 the database 103. such as hard disK optrcal disk, or the like. During operation, all or selected portions of these ele- 
ments may be usefully copied into the addressable memory 105 of the database computer 102 for inproved perform- 
ance. In particular, the static cache 215 is copied to memory for high speed query processing. 

Figure 3a illustrates elements of one embodiment of an inverted index 200 and static cache 215 for use with the 
present invention. Other more complicated inverted indices supporting compression, and other attributes of the docu- 

20 ments may used. Inverted index 200 includes an ordered (typically alphabetically) table of terms 201 , each term being 
one of the unique terms in the database 103. Multiple word phrases, such as "intellectual property**, may also be 
included as individual terms in the inverted index 200. to allow for phrase searching. Each term 201 is associated witii 
at least one, typically many (document, term frequency) tuples 204. The document is uniquely identified by some iden- 
tifier, using an identification scheme, and not the full text of tiie document itself, which is stored in the text files 1 1 5. The 

25 term frequency describes the number of occurrences of the term in that document. The (document, term frequency) 
tuples 204 are ordered by the identifiers of the documents. In an embodiment without any compression techniques 
applied, each tiple requires typically 6 bytes, 3 bytes for a document identifier (sufficient to identify 2^^ documents) and 
2 bytes for the frequency, sufficient for upto 65,536 occurences of a term in a document. Differential compression may 
be used to reduce these memory requirements. Those of skill in the art will appreciate that other information may also 

30 be stored in the tuples of the inverted index 200. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present invention to support one version of the lookup table, tiie (docu- 
ment, term frequency) tuples 204 are grouped into blocks 205. There are p such blocks 205 (block 1 through block p). 
Each block 205 contains some number z of the tuples 204. The number is preferably predetermined and fixed. In one 
embodiment, each block has about 1000 tuples 204. Alternatively, variable sized blocks may be used. 

35 In addition, each term 201 in tiie inverted index 200 has an associated inverse document frequency (IDF) 203 tiiat 
describes the relative significance of the term in the database 103. The IDF 203 of a term 201 may be conputed in any 
of a variety of manners, the particular implementation of which is not limited by the present invention. One simple and 
useful definition of the IDF of a term T is: 



45 where N is the number of documents in the database 103. and nj is the number of documents in the database 103 that 
contain at least one occurrence of term T. Other more complex definitions of IDF may be used with the present inven- 
tion. 

In accordance witii the present invention, database 203 further includes a static cache 215. The static cache 215 
is ordered by a set of terms 207. These terms are selected from the inverted index 200 as tiiose for which the total 

50 number of (document, term frequency) tuples 205 exceeds a predetermined threshold. The threshold may be estab- 
lished with respect to the total number of documents in the database, or other witeria. In the preferred en^jodiment, 
thresholds between 500 to 2000 are found to be useful. The threshold value is called k. Thus, the set of terms 207 in 
the static cache 215 is a subset of tiie set of terms 201 in the inverted index 200. 

For each of these terms 207. there is a contribution cache 209 of (document, contribution) tuples 208. In a preferred 

55 embodiment n tuples are stored. N may be determined in a variety of nnanners. not limited by the invention. In one 
enrixxJiment. n Is equal to k. Alternatively, n may be a percentage of k, based on tiie number of documents in tiie data- 
base. Also, n may vary between contribution caches 209. For example, the number of tuples may dynamically result 
from the use of a contribution threshold value, such that tuples 208 are created only for those documents for which tiie 
contribution of the term 207 exceeds a predetermined threshold. This limits tiie tuples to including only a certain range 
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of documents with a known degree of relevance to the term. For convenience of notation, the examples herein will 
assume that n=k tuples are stored, but it is understood that n can be determined in any of the foregoing, or other way 
manners. Also, "document" here is understood by those of skill in the art to mean that some identification scheme is 
used to identify a document, and that the text of the document itself is not stored in the tuple. 

The tuples 208 are ordered by the descending value of the contribution. The contribution is the contribution of the 
term to a document score for the identified document. The contribution is preferrably computed as shown above in (3) 
and reproduced here: 



The static cache 215 further includes a lookup table 214 for each term 207. Tbe lookup table 214 includes a 
number of (document, pointer) tuples. Where there are p blocks 205 in the inverted index, there are p (document, 
pointer) tuples 213. The document is the document identifier of the first (document, term frequency) tuple 204 in corre- 
ponding block 205 for the term in the inverted index, and the pointer references the memory location of the block, or 
alternatively indexes the offset of the block in the row. In either case, tiie lookup table 214 enables the database man- 
agement system 1 04 to easily access the tuples 204 in the block 205 for a given document in order to score the docu- 
ment during query processing. Typically, this is done by a binary search, or other technique, tiirough the lookup table 
214 for the corresponding block containing the document identifier. Access is then made to the block in the term row of 
inverted index 200. The block is traversed until the given document identifer is located. A document score based on the 
term is then computed from the term frequency information in the (document, term frequency) tuple 204. 

When applied to an existing database for the first time, the preprocess method of the database management sys- 
tem 104 is used to create the static cache 215. In a sirrple embodiment the preprocess method creates each contritxj- 
tion cache 209 by selecting those term rows of the inverted index 200 that have more than k (document, term 
frequency) tuples 204. For each selected term, tiie preprocess metiiod creates a contribution cache 209 entry and 
stores the term. The preprocess method tiien traverses the documents in the term row to determine the contribution of 
the term to the document according to its frequency in tiie document. For computational efficiency the documents are 
ranked by contribution as the contributions are being determined, for example in any of a variety of tree data structures, 
such as AVL ti^ees, splay trees, or the like, for storing the n highest ranking documents by contribution. Once all docu- 
ments in the term row are processed, the n tuples 208 are stored from this data. Aiternativety, all of tiie contribution val- 
ues for a term may be determined first, ranked, and then the n documents with the highest contribution values selected. 
The preprocess method then creates the lookup table 214 for the term by t*aversing the blocks of the term row in 
inverted index 200 and storing tiie (document, pointer) pair 21 3 information for the appropriate blocks. Again, this proc- 
ess nriay be done in line while scanning the term row for computing term contributions. 

The contribution cache 209 for each term 207 is preferrably updated in conjunction witii the inverted index 200 
when a document is initially processed and entered into tfie document database 103. This may be achieved with the 
update method, or similar operations. Generally, the document text is iterated over, the unique terms in the document 
identified, along witii tiieir frequencies. The IDFs of terms, and the (document, term frequency) tuples 204 are then 
updated in the inverted index 200, as are the contributions of each the terms to the document using (3). The (document, 
contribution) tuples 208 are tiien updated, by re-ordering the tuples 208 on the basis of the new contributions for terms 
in the document, disgarding tuples 208 rf necessary so that n tuples always remain. Any changes in the term row for 
the inverted index 200 that effect tiie block orderings are updated to the lookup table 214 of the term in the static cache 
215. 

As a further optional enhancement to the database structures illustrated in Figure 3a. a cache index 223 may be 
associated witii each contribution cache 209. The cache index 223 contains n index entries, each entry storing an index 
to one of the tuples 208 in the contribution cache 209. These entries are ordered not by the value of the index, or the 
contribution, but rather, by the values of the document identifier in the respective tuples 208. Figure 3b illustrates a sim- 
ple example, with a contribution cache 209 having 5 tuples 208, and tiie accompanying cache index 223. The enfries 
223-1 to 223-5 include the index values to tuples 208-1 through 208-5, and are ordered by the document identifiers in 
the tuples. This cache index 223 is optionally consulted during query processing, by looking up the document identifier 
for a particular index entry, and matching it with a previously determined document identifier. This enables very rapid 
determination of whether a document is present in the contribution cache of a given term, without having to incur tiie 
input/output overhead and time delay associated with using the lookup tables 214 and inverted index. 

Those of skill in the art will appreciate that the structures of Figure 3a and 3b are merely desaiptive of one embod- 
iment useful for explaining and practicing the present invention, and that many ottier variations and implementations 
may be used to achieve the results and benefits of the invention. 
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Query Processing 

Referring now to Figures 4a through 4d. there are shown illustrations of the contribution caches 209 and lookup 
tables 21 4 of the static cache 21 5 for explaining the processing of queries using the database structures in accordance 
with the present invention. In these figures, there are three rows, each representing a term in a user's query, the query 
being "apple orange banana". For each term there is shown a portion of the contribution cache 209 having the (docu- 
ment, contribution) tuples 208. For example, the first tuple 208 in the contribution cache 209 of "apple" is document 63. 
Being the first document, its contribution c is the highest at .98, meaning that the term "apple" contributes to the docu- 
ment score of this document more than it contributes to the document score of any other document. Note that the scal- 
ing of the contributions here are arbitrary Also, as described above, there would be anywhere from about 500 to 2,000 
or nrore entries in each of the contribution caches 209. The cache indices 223 are not shown in these figures. 

For each term there is shown a portion of the lookup table 214 for the term, here indexed to blocks of 50 entries In 
the inverted index 200. Each lookup table 214 has (document, pointer) tuples 213. Note that the pointer values are 
merely indicated by the letter "P", and again, would point to, or index to. different portions or offsets in the respective 
term rows of the inverted index 200. As described above, there would be p entries in the look up table 214. where p is 
the number of blocks in each row of the inverted index 200. 

Also illustrated is the result set 301 that stores a limited number of documents sorted by document score. The size 
of the result set 301 may be determined on demand when the user submits the query Typically, the result set 301 
iricludes the top 20 to 100 documents located in response to a query 

Initially the result set 301 is empty, and new documents and document scores are added until the limit is reached. 
The document score of the last entry In the result set 301 is usefully stored in the minimum document score 302; alter- 
natively, it may be directly accessed as needed from the document score of the last entry in the set 301 . As more new 
documents are scored, if their document score is below the minimum document score 303. then the score is disgarded, 
and the document is not added to the result set 301 . 

Finally an upper bound document score 303 is also maintained. 

A query processing method increments a cache counter 305 over each column of the (document, contribution) 
tuples 208 listed in contribution caches 209. in order to score the documents identified in the contribution caches 209 
of each of the query terms in a parallel manner. The score of a document is based on the contrilxjtion of a query term 
to the document as found in the contribution cache 209 for the term, and on the term frequencies of the other query 
terms in document. These term frequencies may be found by looking up the t>lock that "contains" the document in the 
lookup table another query term, and obtaining the frequency information from the term row of that other term in the 
inverted index. Alternatrvely a document score may be determined by using the cache index 223 of a query term to 
search the contribution cache 209 of term, for the document, and using the term contribution therein to compute the 
document score. As documents are scored the results are placed in the result set 301 if the document score is greater 
than the minimum document score 302, and the minimum document score 302 is updated from this as well. 

The process is terminated whenever the minimum document score 302 is greater than the upper bound document 
score 303. The upper bound document score 303 is the sum of the contributions of the documents at the current cache 
counter 305 across the contribution caches 209 of all the query terms. More predsely for a cache counter i, and con- 
tribution caches j for T query terms, the upper bound document score Uj is: 



The process can terminate on this basis because no unscored document that is in any contribution cache at a loca- 
tion greater than the current cache counter 305 (or not even present in the contribution caches at all) can have a docu- 
ment score that is greater than the upper bound document score 303. Thus, when the upper bound document score 
303 becomes less than the minimum document score 302 in the result set 301 , there is no further need to score docu- 
ments. The result set can therefore be returned to the user. 

Figures 5a, 5b, and 5c illustrates flowcharts for various methods of query processing in accordance with the 
present invention. This methods are managed by the database management system 104, typically by an implementa- 
tion of a retrieveO method provided in the application programming interface of the database management system 104. 
Figures 4b through 4d will be used to explain these operations by way of an example. 

Referring now to Rgure 5a, the minimum document result 302 is initialized to 0. and the result set 301 is also ini- 
tialized 501. 

The retriweO method then begins traversing the contribution caches 209 by incrementing 503 a cache counter 305 
over the number n of (document, contribution) tuples 208 in a contribution cache 209. The initial position of the cache 
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counter 305 is shown in Figure 4b with the cache counter 305 covering the first entries in the contribution caches 209. 

The upper bound document score 303 is set 505 to the connbined value of the contributions of the i'^ (document, 
contribution) tuples 208 in the contribution caches 209 all the query terms, as per (4). In Figure 4b, the upper t>ound 
document score 302 is 2.42, equal the summed contributions of all of the first contribution cache tuples for the query 
terms. As cache counter i is incremented, this value will change, typically dropping slightly with every increment. 

The upper bound document score 303 Is compared 507 with the minimum document score 302. Since it is greater 
(2.42 > 0) the process continues. 

Now the query terms, are iterated over 509, for each query term j, from 1 to T, the total number of query terms. 

The identifier of the current document is retrieved 51 1 from the i*^ entry in the contribution cache 209 of query term 
j GPJdocJd); this becomes the current_doc_id. This is the identifier of the document that is to be scored. In Figure 4b, 
this would be document 63, from the first (document, contribution) tuple 208 for the first query term "apple", thus setting 
the current_docJd to 63. 

The document score for document 63 is initialized 513 using the contribution (here .98) in a scoring function, for 
example as set forth in (2): 



This establishes the first component of document 63's score, that contributed by the query term "apple." 

Now the score of document 63 is updated with respect to the other query terms, "banana" and "orange," in one of 
various implementations. In one approach, the retrieve method scores each of the query terms on the cun-enl document 
by searching 518 the lookup tables 214 of the query terms, and accessing the term frequency information from the 
inverted index entry for document and the term. This technique is illustrated in Figure 5b as operations 519-523, and in 
Figures 4b-4e. In a second approach, the cache index 223 and contribution cache 209 of the query term is searched 
517 to identify the cun-ent document in the contribution cache 209. The document is then scored from the term contri- 
bution. This technique is illustrated in Figure 5c. Depending on the results of the cache index search 517, various other 
operations may be undertaken, as further described below. 

The lookup table search 518 is discussed first. Here, the retrieveQ method loops 515 over these other terms using 
loop variable k. For "banana", the current_docJd, here 63 for the first document, is found 519 in the lookup table 214. 
as being in the block beginning with document 50. This finding operation may be done by linear search, binary search, 
linear interpolation, or other efficient means, the particular implementation not being limited by the present invention. 

However the entry is found, the current_pointer is taken from this entry, here P. In the example of Figure 4b. for doc- 
ument 63. this pointer references the memory location in the inverted index 200, for the 50**^ block 205 for the term 
"banana." Beginning from this block and traversing 521 fonward, there will be found (since these entries are ordered by 
document identifier) the (document identifer. term frequency) tuple for document 63. The frequency of the term 
"banana" is obtained 523 and the document score for document 63 is updated 525 with the scoring function using this 
term frequency information. 

Note that although document 63 does appear in the contribution cache 209 of "banana" this entry was not used 
here to score the document in this embodiment. An embodiment that does search the contribution cache 209 using the 
cache index 223 is described below. 

Now the document score for document 63 is updated for the term "orange." As before, the lookup table 214 for 
"orange" is searched 519 to get the pointer to the block 205 in the term row for "orange" in the inverted index 200 that 
contains the (document, term frequency) tuple 208 for document 63, and the term "orange". This frequency information 
is then used to i^xJate 523 the document score for document 63. For the sake of illustration, the document score of doc- 
ument 63 is assumed to be 1 .5. 

Once alt of the query terms have been processed, then the document score for document 63, and the document is 
placed 525 In the result set 301 . and the minimum document score 303 is updated to 1 .50, here since there is only one 
entry, with the document score of document 63. 

The process then returns to the next contribution cache 209 at the current cache counter 305 of 1 , this being doc- 
ument 25 in first entry for the term "banana", and repeats, scoring document 25 on each of the query terms. Again, the 
lookup tables 214 of "apple" and "orange" will be respectively searched 519, and the inverted index rows for these terms 
traversed 521 for the (document, term frequency) tuple 208 for document 25. Next document 61 , the first document in 
the contribution cache 209 of "orange" will be scored in the same manner. Each time, the result set 301 and minimum 
document score 302 is updated. The result set 301 of Figure 4b shows assumed document scores follovwng the scoring 
of these three documents. 63. 25, and 61. 

Referring now to Figure 4c. once document 61 , the last document in the first window of contribution cache tuples 
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208 for cache counter=1 has been scored, the process returns to 503, which increments the cache counter to 2. The 
upper bound document score 303 is set 505 to the combined sum of the contributions again, here 1.93. The minimum 
document score 302 of 1 .50 is still less than the upper bound document score 303. so the process continues as above, 
this time scoring document 3. and updating the result set 301 , and minimum document score 302. Referring to Figure 

5 4d, It is assumed that document 3 has a document score of 3.36. This process continues as described, resulting in doc- 
ument scores for documents 3, 12 (with an assumed score of 1 .65) and 77 (with an assumed score of 2.68). 

As each document is scored, the result set 301 is updated 525 with the documents, and their scores, placing them 
in ranked order. For the purpose of this example, it is assumed that the result set 301 is constrained to the top five 
entries, though in practice the top 20 or 100, or some other larger limit is used. The minimum document result 302 is 

10 likewise updated 525, here with document score 1 .65 from document 12, thereby eliminating document 63 with a score 
of 1.50 from the result set 301. This state is shown in Figure 4d. 

Referring now to Figure 4e, there is illustrated the mechanism by which the minimum document score 302 and the 
upper bound document score 303 are used to prune the query process, while ensuring that the result set 301 has all 
possible documents that could have signficantly meaningful document scores. In Figure 4e, the cache counter 305 is 

15 503 incremented to the next entry (the third column), as shown, and the upper bound document score 303 is here com- 
puted 505 to be 0.98. 

Also shown in Figure 4e are the contribution cache tuples in heavy outline that are at cache counter values greater 
than the current cache counter, but that include documents that have been previously scored. For example, in the con- 
tribution cache 209 for "orange." there appears a (document, contribution) tuple 208 for document 63. This document 
20 was the first document scored as it appeared earlier in the contribution cache 209 of "apple." The entries without out- 
lines indicate documents that have not been scored. 

Now at 507, since the upper bound document score 302 of 0.98 is less tthan the minimum documerrt score 302 of 
1.65, the process terminates arxl returns 527 the result set 301 to the user, performing any necessary post<iuery 
processing, such as obtaining document tities, locations, and the like. The result set 301 is guaranteed at this point such 
25 that no unscored document anywhere in the database, whether it has all, some, or none of the terms of the query, can 
have a document score greater than the upper bound document score 303. 

First, of the documents at cache counter values greater than the present cache counter of 3, that is, documents to 
the "right" of the cache counter 305 in Figure 4e, some of these documents, the heavily outiined enti'ies as noted above, 
will have been previously scored, and their document scores accounted for in tiie result set 301 , and the minimum doc- 
30 ument score 302. 

Thus, the only documents of interest are tiiose that have not been scored. By (2) and (3) above, the document 
score is based on the corrtribution of the query terms. However, the conti'ibulions of the query terms have already been 
determined and stored in the conti-ibution caches 209. The upper bound document score 303 Is the greatest possible 
value of the contributions of such terms in the remaining documents, since they must all have lower cortribution values 

35 individually then the contributions at the current cache counter. If they had higher contribution values, tiien they would 
have been ranked higher in tiie contribution caches, and hence already processed and scored. If a document contain- 
ing any of the terms of the query is not even present in the contribution caches, then clearly tiie contribution of the query 
terms to tiie document score was minor (i.e. the document did not rank in the top k entries based on any of the terms' 
contributions). Where a query term is missing from the document the contribution of that term to the document score is 

40 0, and so cannot increase the overall document score. Thus, once the minimum document result 302 from the result set 
301 becomes greater than the upper bound document score 303, it is not possible for any unscored document to have 
a document score sufficient to include the resuK set. Therefore the query can be terminated. 

This ability to terminate the query based on the upper bound document score and minimum document score dra- 
matically reduces retrieval times. As will be appreciated by those of skill in the art, the time taken to traverse even most 

45 of the entries in tine contribution cache (e.g. 1750 out of 2000 entries) of a given query term will always be less then 
traversing tiie entire term row (e.g. witii 20,000 entries in a database of 1 ,000,000 documents) in the inverted index for 
such terms, both because of the fewer number of entries, and because the contribution cache is held in local memory 
and therefore has a considerably lower I/O cost then accesses to the inverted index, which is likely stored on disk. If the 
query can be terminated before the contribution cache 209 is exhausted, the retrieval times will always be better than 

50 conventional systems. 

Note however, in some cases, the cache counter 305 may be incremented tiirough all entries in the contribution 
cache 209. If this occurs without the upper bound document score 303 falling below the minimum document score 302, 
then there are documents remaining in the database that may have higher document scores than the minimum docu- 
ment result 302. Accordingly, one alternative is to restart 528 the query processing using conventional search tech- 
55 niques. The accumulated result set 301 may be passed to the conventional search technique or disgarded, if query 
processing techniques are often highly optimized for the handling of search results. 

Referring again to Figure 5a, an alternative method for overcoming tiie problem of documents tiiat do not appear 
in tiie contribution caches, and. that are unscored, is the cache index search 517. This approach is based on the the 
optional use of the cache index 223. In this alternative approach, for each contribution cache 209 there is a cache index 
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223 as desCTibed above. Referring to Figure 5c. given the document identifier of the current document, current_docJd, 
the cache Index 223 is searched 51 7, by selecting an index entry, the r'^ index, in the cache index 223. and conrparing 
the document identifier of the r*^ tuple 208 in the contribution cache of the k"^ query term to the current document iden- 
tifier. If there is a match, then the document score of the current document is updated directly for this query term using 
the contribution value from the tuple 208, as per (2), and the result set 301 is also updated 525, as shown in Figure 5a. 
If there is no match, then the cache index 223 is searched, using a search technique such as binary search, linear inter- 
polation or the like to determine the next index entry to evaluate. Such search techniques are possible because, as 
noted above, the indices are ordered by the document identifiers of their respective tuples. 

If the current document identifier is not located in the contribution cache 223 of the k*^ query term, then processing 
continues in one of two manners. In one embodiment, the current document is not further scored on the terms of the 
query, but rather processing of the document is deferred 520. Since the document did not appear in the contribution 
cache 209 of the query term, It may be a relatively low scoring document, compared with other documents that have all 
of the terms of the query. Refen-ing again to Figure 5c, for deferred processing 520, a maximum document score is 
determined 524 for the document using the contribution from the last tuple 208 of the contribution cache of the k*^ query 
term. The document is then stored 526 with this maximum document score. The stored documents are ordered by their 
maximum document scores. Processing continues with the next document. The stored documents will be later evalu- 
ated, once all of the terms of the query and documents in the contribution caches 209 have been evaluated. 

Once the query terms in the contribution cache 209 have been processed, there will be a known minimum docu- 
ment score 302 from the result set 301 . This minimum document score 302 is compared with the maximum document 
scores of the queued documents, and only stored documents having a maximum document score greater than the min- 
imum document score 302 of the result set 301 need be further evaluated 526 with respect to all of the query ternns. 
The reason for this is that if a maximum document score of a document is less than the minimum document score 302, 
then obviously this is not a document that would have been included in the result set 301 to begin with, and so need not 
be scored on the remaining query terms. Defending processing of these documents further reduces the time needed to 
identify a complete set of highly relevant documents in response to the query 

In an alternate embodiment, when a document does not appear in the contribution cache 209 of a term, then the 
contribution cache 209 can be updated 528 on demand with the term contribution for the document for the remaining 
terms of the query This allows subsequent queries to be processed, having the contribution information available in the 
contribution caches 209. 

In summary, the present invention provides an improved organization and an-angement for a document database 
along with various complementary query processing techniques that dramatically improve retrieval times, and guaran- 
tee the completeness of the search results. 



1 . In an information retrieval apparatus including a database of documents, each document having a plurality of terms 
and a unique document identifier, the information retrieval apparatus further including a programmed processor 
adapted to receive a query containing at least one term and to compute in response to the query a document score 
for each of a selected plurality of documents, the document score being a function of the terms of the query, a com- 
puter memory readable by the processor and comprising: 

a first ordered plurality of unique terms, each unique term associated in the memory with: 



a plurality of (document, term contribution) tuples, the term contribution being a scalar measure of the con- 
tribution of the term to a docunr)ent score computable by the processor for the document, the tuples 
selected for those documents having the highest term contributions for the unique term from all documents 
in the database, the tuples ordered by the term contribution, such that the processor serially accesses a 
first subset of the tuples to compute a document score for each document in the first subset of tuples asso- 
ciated with a received term of a query. 



2. The computer readable memory of claim 1 . wherein the term contribution q of a unique term t to a document D is 
determined according to: 
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where: 




is a frequency of the term t in document D; 

is an inverse document frequency of the term t in the database; and, 

is a normalization factor for document D. 



3. The computer readable memory of claim 1 , further comprising: 

an inverted index having for each unique term in the database, a plurality of (document, term frequency) tuples 
ordered by document; and, 

in association with each of the first plurality of unique terms, a random access mechanism for accessing in the 
inverted index the term frequency of the unique term in any document in the tuples, to provide the processor 
with the term frequency for computing a document score for the document. 

4. The computer readable memory of claim 3 wherein: 

each of the plurality of (document, term frequency) tuples in the inverted index is arranged into a plurality p of 
blocks, each block having a number (document, term frequency) tuples, each block further having a first such 
tuple; and. 

the random access mechanism comprises, for each unique term in the first plurality of unique terms, a lookup 
table having a plurality of entries, each entry identifying a document of the first tuple in one of the p blocks, and 
having a reference to a location in the inverted index of a beginning of the one block, such that any document 
in one of the tuples for a given unique tarm can be determined to be in exactly one of the plural'rty of p blocks 
in the inverted index for the same unique term. 

5. The computer readable memory of claim 1 . further comprising: 

for each plurality of (document, term contribution) tuples associated with a unique term, a respective plurality 
of indices to the tuples, the indices ordered by identifiers of the documents. 

6. The computer readable memory of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of tuples for a unique term is determined as a func- 
tion of the number of documents having the unique term. 

7. The computer readable memory of daim 1 , wherein the plurality of tuples for a unique term is determined as a func- 
tion of a threshold value of the contribution of the term to the document. 

8. A computer implemented method of processing a query containing a single term, the method comprising: 

matching the single term to one of the plurality of unique terms in the computer readable memory of claim 1 ; 
in the tuples associated with the matched unique term, determining for a number of the tuples, a document 
score for the document in the tuple from the term contribution in the tuple; and, 
returning as the results of the queries, the documents from the nunrfcer of tuples that have been scored. 

9. A computer implemented method of processing a query containing a a plurality of terms to identify documents in a 
database in response to the query, the method comprising: 

prior to the receipt of the query, determining for each of a plurality of terms a contribution of the term to a doc- 
ument score of each of a plurality of documents, the contribution of a term based on a frequency of the term in 
the document and a frequency of the term in the database; 
receiving the query; and. 

for each term of the query, scoring a plurality of documents from the determined contribution of at least one 
term, and from frequency information for any remaining terms of the query. 

10. The computer implemented method of claim 9, wherein determining for each of a plurality of terms a contribution 
of the term to a document score of each of a plurality of documents comprises: 

selecting a plurality of unique terms, each of which appearing in more than k documents in the database; 
for each of the plurality of unique terms: 
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determining the contribution of the term to a document score for each document containing the unique 
term; 

selecting a plurality of the documents; and, 

storing each of the selected documents and contributions in association with the term, the documents 
ordered by the contribution. 

1 1 . The computer implemented method of claim 10, wherein scoring a plurality of documents, comprises for each term 
of the query: 

searching in the documents stored In association with the term, and determining for each of a first subset of 

the documents a document score based on the contribution of the term to the document, and upon frequency 

Information for other terms of the query; 

ranking the documents by their document scores; and. 

returning a selected number of highly ranked documents. 

12. The computer implemented method of claim 1 1 . further comprising: 

prior to the receipt of the query, and for each of the plurality of unique terms: 

storing in an inverted index a plurality of first entries, each first entry identifying a document and having a 
frequency of the unique term in the document; and, 

storing in association with the unique term a lookup table including a plurality of second entries, each sec- 
ond entry identifying a document in a first entry in the inverted index, and having a reference to a location 
of the first entry for obtaining from the inverted index frequency information for the term. 

13. The computer implemented method of claim 9, wherein scoring a plurality of documents from the determined con- 
tribution of at least one term, and from frequency information for any remaining terms of the query, further com- 
prises: 

for a term of the query for which the contribution of the term to documents was not determined prior to the 
query: 

determining the contribution of the term to a plurality of documents and storing the contribution of the term 
with respect to each of the documents: and. 

scoring at least one document using the newly determined contribution of the term. 

14. The computer implemerrted method of claim 9. wherein scoring a plurality of documents further comprises: 

responsive to at least one document for which a contribution of a query term was not determined prior to the 
query, suspending scoring of the document with respect to the query term and other query terms, determining 
a maxinrtum document score for the document, and storing the document with maximum document score in a 
first set; 

completing the scoring of other documents with respect to terms of the query, to produce a second set of doc- 
uments having a minimum document score; and, 

for only those documents in the first set that have a maximum document score greater than the minimum doc- 
ument score, determining an actual document score for the document with respect to all of the terms of the 
query 

1 5. A computer implemented method of preprocessing a database of documents for subsequent query processing, 
each document having a plurality of terms, each term contained in a number of documents, comprising: 

selecting a plurality of terms T in the database for which the number of documents containing term T exceeds 
a threshold K such that there are at least k documents containing term T; 
for each term T: 

determining for each document containing term T a contribution of term T to a document score of the doc- 
umerrt; 

ranking the documents containing term T by the contribution of term T to the document score; 
selecting a plurality of highest ranked documents; and. 
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for each of selected documents, storing in association with the term, indicia of the document and the con- 
tribution of the term T to the document. 

16. The computer implemented method of claim 15, further comprising: 

creating an inverted index comprising for each unique term In the database a plurality of first entries, each first 
entry identifying a document containing the term and a frequency of the term in the document, the first entries 
ordered sequentially by document, the first entries arranged into a plurality of blocks, each block having an ini- 
tial entry; 
for each term T: 

associating term T with a lookup table of second entries, each second entry referencing an initial entry one 
of the blocks in the plurality of blocks associated with term T In the inverted index. 

17. The corrputer implemerrted method of claim 15. further comprising: 

for each term T: 

storing the indicia of the document and the contribution of the term T to the document, ordered according 
to the indicia of the document; 

storing a set of indices, each index identifying a respective one of the documents, the set ordered by Indi- 
cia of the respective documents. 

18. The computer Implemented method of claim 15, wherein the selected plurality of highest ranked documents Is 
selected as the n highest ranked documents, where n<k. 

19. The computer implemented method of claim 15, wherein the selected plurality of highest ranked documents is 
selected as a function of a predetermined contribution threshold of a term to a document. 

20. A computer memory readable by a processor in a database management system including a database of docu- 
ments, for controlling the system to preprocess the documents, the mennory including computer executable instruc- 
tions for causing the system to perform the steps of: 

selecting unique terms in the database for which a plurality of documents containing the term exceeds a 
threshold k, such that there are at least k documents containing the unique term; 
for each selected term: 

determining for each document containing the term a contribution of the term to a document score of the 
document; 

ranking the documents containing the term by the contribution of the term to the document score; 
selecting a plurality of highest ranked documents; and, 

for each selected document, storing in association with the term indicia of the document and the contribu- 
tion of the term to the document 

21 . The computer readable memory of claim 20, further Including computer executable instructions for causing the sys- 
tem to perform the steps of: 

for each unique term: 

storing the Indicia of the document and the contribution of the term to the document, ordered according to 
the Indicia of the document; 

storing a set of indices, each index identifying a respective one of the documents, the set ordered by indi- 
cia of the respective documents. 

22. The computer readable memory of daim 20, wherein the selected plurality of highest ranked documents Is selected 
as the n highest ranked documents, where n<k. 

23. The computer readable memory of dalm 20, wherein the selected plurality of highest ranked documents is selected 
as a function of a predetermined inverse document frequency threshold. 
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24. A computer memory readable by a processor in a database management system including a database of docu- 
ments, for controlling the system to process a query for selected documents, the query including a plurality of 
terms, the memory including computer executable instructions for causing the system to perform the steps of: 

prior to the receipt of the query, determining for each of a plurality of terms a contribution of the term to a doc- 
ument score of each of a plurality of documents, the contribution of a term based on a frequency of the term in 
the document and a frequency of the term in the database: 
receiving the query; and, 

for each term of the query, scoring a plurality of documents from the determined contribution of at least one 
term, and from frequency information for any remaining terms of the query. 

25. The computer readable memory of claim 24, further including computer executable instructions for causing the sys- 
tem to determine for each of a plurality of terms a contribution of the term to a document score of each of a plurality 
of documents by performing the steps of: 

selecting a plurality of unique terms, each of which appearing in more than k documents in the database; 
for each of the plurality of unique terms: 

determining the contribution of the term to a document score for documents containing the unique term; 
ordering the documents by the contribution of the term to the document score of the documents; and, 
storing each of a plurality of documents and contributions in association with the term; 

26. The computer readable memory of claim 25, further including computer executable instructions for causing the sys- 
tem to score a plurality of documents, by performing the steps of: 

for each term of the query, searching in the documents stored in association with the term, and determining for 
each of a first subset of the documents a document score based on the contribution of the term to the docu- 
ment, and upon frequency information for other terms of tfie query; 
ranking tiie documents by their document scores; and, 
returning a selected number of highly ranked documents. 

27. The computer readable memory of claim 26, further including computer executable instructions for causing the sys- 
tem to perform the steps of: 

prior to tiie receipt of the query, and for each of the plurality of unique terms: 

storing in an inverted index a plurality of first entries, each first entry identifying a document and having a 
frequency of the unique term in the document; and, 

storing in association with the unique term a lookup table including a plurality of secorxf entries, each sec- 
ond entry identifying a document in a first entry in tiie inverted index, and having a reference to a location 
of tiie first enfry, for obtaining from tiie inverted index frequency information for tiie term. 

28. The computer readafcrfe memory of claim 26, further including computer executable instructions for causing the sys- 
tem to score a plurality of documents by performing tiie steps of: 

for a term of the query for which the contribution of the term to documents was not determined prior to tiie 
query: 

determining tiie corrtribution of tiie term to a plurality of documents and storing the contribution of the term 
with respect to each of the documents; arKt, 

scoring at least one document using the newly determined contribution of the term. 

29. The computer readable memory of claim 26, further including computer executable inst'uctions for causing the sys- 
tem to score a plurality of documents by performing the steps of: 

responsive to at least one document for which a contribution of a query term was not determined prior to tiie 
query, suspending scoring of the document with respect to query term and remaining query terms, determining 
a maximum document score, and storing the document with maximum document score in a first set; 
completing tiie scoring of documents witii respect to terms of the query and other documents in tiie database. 
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to prcxluce a second set of documents including a document having a minimum document score; and, 
for only those documents in the first set that have a maximum document score greater than the minimum doc- 
ument score, determining an actual document score for the document with respect to all of the terms of the 
query. 

30. A database management system, comprising: 

a first ordered^lurality of unique terms stored in a computer readable memory, each unique term associated 
in the memory with: 

a plurality of (document, term contribution) tuples, the term contribution being a scalar measure of the con- 
tribution of the term to a document score computable by a processor for the document, the tuples selected 
as those documents having the highest term contributions for the unique term from all documents in the 
database, the tuples ordered by the term contribution; 

a first method executable by a processor that receives a query containing a plurality of terms and for each term 
of the query, serially accesses a first subset of the tuples associated with the term, and computes for each doc- 
ument in a tuple in the first subset of the tuples, a document score for the document based on the contribution 
in the tuple. 

31 . The datal>ase management system of claim 30, further comprising: 

a preprocess method executable by a processor that selects the first plurality of unique terms from a plurality 
of terms in an inverted index, arxi creates the tuples for a term from frequency data of the term in each of a 
number of documents in which the term appears. 
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